
Comparing the preterit and the imperfect:

Repeated action Completed action
Yo iba de compras todos 
los días.

Yo fui de compras ayer.

Ellos me hablaban cada 
noche.

Ellos me hablaron anoche.

• The preterit is used to express actions that began and 
ended  at a definite time in the past.
• The imperfect is used to express habitual, repeated , 
continous actions in the past.  It doesn't matter when 
the action began or ended.

The preterit happens, is done with and it is over.  
Certain verbs usually take the preterit: empezar, 
terminar, llegar, salir, ask, etc.  You only have to do 
these things once!

Verbs of mental processes involve duration or continuation.  Most 
of the time these verbs are used in the imperfect.

• creerto believe
• desearto wish , hope
• quererto want
• tener ganas deto feel like
• pensar(ie)to think
• preferir(ie)to prefer
• poder(ue)can, to be able to
• saberto know (facts and information)

ejemplos:
Ella sabía lo que preferíamos=She knew what we 
preferred.

Yo tenía ganas de salir=I felt like leaving.

Ud. creía que yo estaba enfermo.=You believed that 
I was sick.
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Español 2    Preterit Practice-Homework		Nombre:____________________________



Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb using the subject given:



1.  Llevar-yo____________________________________________

2.  Beber-nosotros_______________________________________

3.  Ser-él_______________________________________________

4. Tocar-tú_______________________________________________

5. Pedir-ella______________________________________________

6. Hacer-ellos_____________________________________________

7. Estar-tú________________________________________________

8. Vivir-Paco y yo___________________________________________

9. Poner-uds.______________________________________________

10.  Abrir-ellas______________________________________________

11. Trabajar-yo______________________________________________

12. Llegar-yo________________________________________________

13. Comer-ella______________________________________________

14. Leer-ud._________________________________________________

15. Ir-nosotros_______________________________________________

Translate the sentences to Spanish using the Preterit tense:

1.  My mom walked to the store yesterday.

2. I read the book for my English class.

3. The boy did the homework for Tuesday.

4. We went to the concert on Friday.

5. [bookmark: _GoBack]The students placed the books on the floor in the classroom.
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Español 2  Preterit Practice				Nombre:

Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb in the preterit.

1. Tocar-yo_______________________________________

2.  Comer-nosotros_________________________________

3. Dar-tú__________________________________________

4. Pedir-ellos______________________________________

5. Hacer-ud._______________________________________

6. Beber-ella_______________________________________

7. Ir-uds.__________________________________________

8. Querer-yo_______________________________________

9. Bailar-tú________________________________________

10. Construir-él_____________________________________

11. Estar-ellas_______________________________________

12. Leer-uds.________________________________________

13. Llegar-yo________________________________________

14. Traer-nosotros___________________________________

15. Poner-ella_______________________________________

16. Ver-ellos________________________________________

17. Dormir-tú________________________________________

18. Tener-yo________________________________________

19. Vivir-él__________________________________________

20. Poder-nosotros__________________________________

21. Ser-ellas________________________________________

22. Oír-uds._________________________________________
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Put the verbs in the Preterit (past) tense:


1. decir –yo_______________________________


2. Tomar-uds._____________________________


3. beber-tu________________________________


4. hacer-uds.______________________________


5. oir-nosotros_____________________________


6. construir-ella____________________________


7. pedir-el________________________________


8. llegar-uds.______________________________


9. ir-tu___________________________________


10. dar-ella________________________________


11. poder-mi mama_________________________


12. traer-el________________________________


13. venir-ellos_____________________________


14. estar-yo_______________________________


15. andar-tu_______________________________


16. leer-uds._______________________________


17. tocar-yo_______________________________


18. ver-mi hermana_________________________


19. servir-yo______________________________


20. dormir-ellos____________________________


21. ser-nosotros____________________________


22. pedir-el_______________________________


23. beber-ud.______________________________


24. dar-yo________________________________


25. escribir-ellas___________________________
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Translate the following sentences to Spanish using the preterit tense.


1. My mother went to the store.


2. You  didn’t study for the test!


3. We saw the new movie.


4. Paco gave the books to Elena.


5. The boys heard the news on the television.


6. You all served the food to the people at the party.


7. We wanted to go to Spain last year.


8. My father made the meal for the family.


9. I read the newspaper last night.


10. The girls set the table at 6:00.
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