Class Discussion: V-26.5B: “The End of the War”
[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/91/Lifeboat-drill.JPG]01) You are the captain of a boat out at sea.  The boat has struck a rock and is sinking and the lifeboat only can seat 20 people, but there are 22 passengers, yourself included.  As the leader of the ship, the members are looking to you for a decision.  Would you have “it in you” to make a decision to take the lives of two people (one of which may be your own) if by making this decision, it will save the lives of the twenty other members?  How does this question relate to the video’s material?







[image: ]02) Describe an alternative World War II where Hitler had not been anti-Semitic and Germany discovered the atomic bomb before any other country?














[image: ]03) What did you find to be the most interesting part about this slide on Albert Einstein?











[image: ]04) What did you find to be the most interesting part of this slide from the video?














[image: https://utsa.edu/discovery/2012/img/IMG-Military.jpg]05) Do you think American tax dollars spent for military R & D (Research and Development) is money well spent for America?  Explain. 









[image: ]06) Describe what you think Albert Einstein would say about the following December 2012 article.







[image: ][image: First Atomic Bomb Test]07) Why do you think New Mexico was selected to be the test site for the atomic bomb?







[image: ]08) Why do you think Oppenheimer chose this quote from the Hindu scripture, Bhagavad Gita, when he witnessed the successful test of the atomic bomb?







[image: ]09) What did you find to be the most interesting portion of this slide from the video?








[image: ]10) What did you find to be the most interesting portion of this slide from the video?








[image: ]11) List some examples as to why the threat of “prompt and utter destruction” would not be enough to get the Japanese leaders to surrender to the Allies?





[image: ]12) What did you find to be the most interesting part of this slide?












[image: hiro1.gif (64778 bytes)]13) Role-play: You are President Truman.  Create a haiku entitled “Hiroshima.”






[image: gisei34]14) Role-play: You are this Japanese victim.  Create a haiku entitled “Hiroshima.”







[image: gisei32]15) What words entered your mind when you saw this picture for the first time? 






[image: ]16) What did you find to the most interesting part of this slide?











[image: ]17) What did you find to the most interesting part of this slide?













18) What did you find to the most interesting part of this slide?
[image: ]











[image: http://static.howstuffworks.com/gif/japan-surrenders-world-war-2-ends-11.jpg]19) Why do you think this picture is considered an “iconic” picture of the end of World War II?












[image: ]20) What did you find to be the most interesting part of this slide from the video?













[image: ]21) Why do you think the Nazi war criminals were tried in Nuremberg?










[image: http://www.ducksters.com/biography/joseph_stalin.jpg]22) Why do you think that Stalin was not charged with war crimes?




[image: ]23) Role-play – You are Gavrilo Princip.  Through the miracle of time travel, you have traveled to September 2, 1945.  Describe your thoughts upon reading the provided slide.









[bookmark: _GoBack]24) What did you find interesting about this pie graph?
[image: ]
image6.png
South Korea and Singapore led the international rankings in math

and fourth-grade science, while Singapore and Taiwan had the top-

performing students in eighth-grade science. The United States

ranked 11th in fourth-grade math, gth in eighth-grade math, 7th in fourth-grade science
and 10oth in eighth-grade science.

Although the average scores among American students were not significantly lower
than the top performers, several nations far outstripped the United States in the
proportion of students who scored at the highest levels on the math and science tests.
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Later,
another team of scientists and engineers built
an atomic bomb at a secret laboratory in Los.
Alamos, New Mexico. On July 16, 1945, the
first atomic bomb went off in a lest near
Alamogordo in the New Mexico desert.
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Even before the bomb was tested, Ameri-
can offiials began to debate how to use it
The final decision rested with President
Harry Truman, Truman had taken office after
President Roosevells death on April 12, 1945,
Truman did not know the bomb existed until
a few weeks before he had to make the deci-
sion to use it





image11.png
President Truman later wrote that he
“regarded the bomb as a military weapon
and never had any doubts that it should be
used.” His advisers warned him to expect
large numbers of casualties if American sol-
diers invaded Japan. Truman believed it was
his duty as president to use every weapon
available to save American lives.
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President Truman later wrote that he
“regarded the bomb as a military weapon
and never had any doubts that it should be
used.” His advisers warned him to expect
large numbers of casualties if American sol-
diers invaded Japan. Truman believed it was
his duty as president to use every weapon
available to save American lives.

‘The Allies then issued the Potsdam Decla-
ration, warning that if Japan did not surren-
der, it faced “prompt and utter destruction.”
The Japanese did not surrender, and Truman
ordered the use of the bomb.

Japan’s Surrender

On August 6, 1945, an American B-29
bomber, the Enola Gay, dropped an atomic
bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima.
Three days later, a second bomb was dropped
on the city of Nagasaki. The atomic bombs
caused immense destruction. The first bomb
leveled Hiroshima and killed between 80,000
and 120,000 people; the Nagasaki bomb killed
between 35,000 and 74,000, Thousands more
were injured, and many died later from burns.
and radiation sickness

Faced with such destruction, the Japanese
emperor said that “the unendurable must be
endured” and ordered his government to
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The American Journey
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surrender. August 15, 1945, was proclaimed
V-] Day for “Victory over Japan.” All around
America, people expressed happiness and
relief. Japan signed the formal surrender on
September 2 aboard the battleship USS
Missouri. World War I1 had finally ended

In the years immediately after the war,
Allied authorities put the top Nazi and Japa-
nese leaders on trial. They were accused of
war crimes and crimes against humanity. The
Allies held the trials in Nuremberg, Germany,
and in Tokyo

The Cost of the War

World War II was the most destructive
conflict in history. More than 55 million
people died during the war; more than half
of these were civilians killed by bombing,
starvation, disease, torture, and murder.
American casualties—about 322,000 dead
and 800,000 injured—were high, but light
compared with those of other nations. The
Soviet Union suffered more than 22 million
deaths. Those who survived faced the huge
task of trying to rebuild their lives and their
countries.

AT escriving What v the goal

of the Manhattan Project?
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On August 6, 1945, an American B-29
bomber, the Enola Gay, dropped an atomic
bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima





image14.png




image15.png




image16.png




image17.png
Effects of Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima

¥ Those closest tothe explosion died instantly. Their bodies were turned to black char.
+Nearby birds burst into flames in mid-air.
+/Dry, combustible materials, like paper, ignited as far as 6,400 feet away from “ground
zero”

+/The white light acted like a giant flashbulb, burning the dark patterns of clothing
onto skin and the shadows of bodies onto walls.

+/One boy was blown through the windows of his house and across the street.

¥ Within minutes 90% of people a half mile away or less from ground zero were dead.
+People further from ground zero experienced first the flash and heat, followed
seconds later by a deafening boom and the blast wave.

+Nearly every structure within one mile of ground zero was destroyed.

¥ Less than 10% of the buildings in the entire city went without any damage.

+/The accompanying firestorm eventually engulfed 4.4 square miles of the city, killing
everyone who had not escaped.

+/Some 70,000 people probably died as a result of the initial blast, heat, and radiation
effects (including 20 American airmen who were prisoners-of-war.)

+ After taking into account radiation sickness, cancer, and other effects, the death toll
for Hiroshima was estimated at 200,000.
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Three days later, a second bomb was dropped
on the city of Nagasaki. The atomic bombs
caused immense destruction. The first bomb
leveled Hiroshima and killed between 80,000
and 120,000 people; the Nagasaki bomb killed
between 35,000 and 74,000. Thousands more
were injured, and many died later from burns
and radiation sickness.
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Effects of Atomic Bomb on Nagasaki

+The resulting blast was equivalent to 21 kilotons of TNT (40% more than the
bomb used on Hiroshima.)

+The explosion generated heat estimated at 7,000° Fahrenheit.

+The winds from the explosion were estimated at 624 miles-per-hour.

+The bomb affected a total area of approximately 43 square miles.

+ Almost everything up to half a mile away from ground zero was completely
destroyed.

+Humans and animals died “almost instantly” within a mile of ground zero.

v 14,000 homes were destroyed and 5,400 were severely damaged.

A U.S. Navy officer visited the city a month later and reported that, “a smell
of death and corruption pervadesthe place.”

/40,000 people died instantly; by January 1946, the number was estimated at
70,000.

+Ultimately, the effects of burns, radiation, and sickness from the explosion
probably resulted in the deaths of approximately 140,000 total.
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Japan signed the formal surrender on

September 2 aboard the battleship USS
souri. World War II had finally ended.

The U.S.S. Missouri

¥ Nicknamed “Mighty Mo” or “Big Mo.”
¥ Last battleship built by the U.S.
v'What state was President Harry S
Truman from?
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In the years immediately after the war,
Allied authorities put the top Nazi and Japa-
nese leaders on trial. They were accused of
war crimes and crimes against humanity. The
Allies held the trials in Nuremberg, Germany,
and in Tokyo.
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World War Il was the most destructive
conflict in history. More than 55 million
people died during the war; more than half
of these were civilians Killed by bombing,
starvation, disease, torture, and murder.
American- casualties—about 322,000 dead
and 800,000 injured—were high, but light
compared with those of other nations. The
Soviel Union suffered more than 22 million

deaths. Those who survived faced the huge %
lask of trying to rebuild their lives and their

! b
countris.
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World War II Military Deaths
(Allies)

Yugoslavia 3%
United States 2%

United Kingdom 2%
. France 1%
Poland 1%
Soviet Union Others 3%
65%
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The End of the War

CERXTZED i s of e oo
brought about Japa's surender i the Paciic confict

History and You Whet chalenges inyour e hae
fored you to ke changes? Read to fin ot how
Japanest leades we foroed o male changes a5
fesutof a poer ek wezpon.

Iihough the Japanese faced certain defea,
they continued to fight, Thei refusal to sur-
renderld the United Slates to usea powerful
ew weapon: the atomic bomb.
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Albert Einstein
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President Roosevelt created a top-secret
operation, the Manhattan Project. In 1942 sci-
entists at the University of Chicago built the
world’s first nuclear reactor, a device that
splits apart atoms and releases energy.
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