Class Discussion: “V-23.1D: “Technology of War”  
01 – 04) Role-Play: You are a photographer.  You are entering this photograph into a 1915 contest.  Give the photograph a thought-provoking title, and explain in three sentences why you selected that title to capture the essence of the picture.
[image: http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/fileadmin/historyLearningSite/poison5.jpg]







05 – 08) Role-Play: You are a newspaper editor of Le Figaro (the biggest newspaper in Paris, France at that time.)  You are trying to decide which one of these photographs to place on the front page of your newspaper.  Describe which one you would select, give it a title, and explain in three sentences why you would select it over the other photograph.
[image: http://www.wereldoorlog1418.nl/battleverdun/battleverdun66/fotokerkhof01.jpg][image: http://www.freeinfosociety.com/media/images/3643.jpg] 
[image: ]09) Discuss the most interesting thing you took from these two paragraphs.











[image: ]10 - 12) TAKE A POSITION: Explain how the following paragraph either demonstrates or does not demonstrate “progress.”  Be able to defend your position with a MINIMUM of three sentences.











[image: ]13 – 15) TAKE A POSITION: Is all fair in love and war?  Should poison gas be allowed in warfare?  Explain your position (WITH A MINIMUM OF THREE SENTENCES) on Germany’s use of poison gas in World War I.














[image: http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Observer/Pix/pictures/2008/11/07/GasCorbisHultonDeutsch460.jpg]16 – 18) TAKE A POSITION: Here is a quote from a British commander is response to Germany’s decision to use poison gas… “It is a cowardly form of warfare which does not commend itself to me or to other English soldier…. We cannot win this war unless we kill or incapacitate more of our enemies than they do of us, and if this can only be done by our copying the enemy in his choice of weapons, we must not refuse to do so.”  If you were a high-ranking British officer at a meeting where he said this quote, would you agree with his position or disagree with his position?  Explain your position using a minimum of three complete sentences.










19) Discuss the most interesting thing you took from this slide.
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20) Discuss the most interesting thing you took from this slide.
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21 – 23) ROLE-PLAY: You are a German military advisor.  Your task is to decide what is the best use of money for your military.  Which would you spend more of your investment in…. the zeppelins or the Unterseeboots (submarines)?  Explain your decision using a minimum of three complete sentences.
[image: http://www.historyonthenet.com/Day_History/images/zeppelin.jpg]












[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/13/German_UC-1_class_submarine.jpg]














[bookmark: _GoBack]24 – 26) ROLE-PLAY: You are a social studies textbook editor.  You would like to add one World War I poem to the textbook, since space limitations do not allow you to add more than one.  Which one of the following poems would you select, and why?  Answer using a minimum of three complete sentences.
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[image: ][image: ]
image6.png
The Germans first used poison gas against
Alled troops in April 1915, The gas could kill
or seriously injure anyone who breathed it, A
Britsh officer said:

Psey St
Trey fought it thelr teror, unnig bindly in the gas.
coud,and doppig... nagony”

~cuoted i Avodig Amageddan
The Alles began to use poison gas as well
Soldiers started to carry gas masks.





image7.jpeg




image8.png
The armored tank, first used in World War [
in January 1916, could cross battle lines and
fire on the enemy at close range. By crushing
barbed wire, tanks also provided an casier
route for advancing troops. After seeing the
effectiveness of the Allies” tanks, the Germa
produced them, too.





image9.png
The most dramatic new weapon—the air-
plane—added a new dimension, or magni-

tude to fighting in World War L Bothsides g

used airplanes to watch the movements of
enemy troops and bomb targets. Daring pilots
waged duels in the skies called “dogfights.”

The firs ighter planes were equipped, or
utited, only with machine guns fastened to
hetop wing, Themostfamous pilotsincluded
Germany's Baron von Richthofen—the “Red
Baron"—and Eddie Rickenbacker, an Ameri-
can who served in the French air force,

g T8





image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.png
Here dead we lie
Because we did not choose
To live and shame the land
From which we sprung. Life, to be sure,
Is nothing much to lose,
But young men think it is,
And we were young.

A E Housman
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To you from failing hands we throw
The torch, be yours tohold it high.
Ifyebreak faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
InFlanders fields

Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae.
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b’ Fighting on the Western Front

Germany launched its offensive through
Belgium because it hoped to defeat France
and then move troops east against Russia.
The plan almost succeeded. The Belgians,
however, held out for nearly three weeks
against the powerful German army. This
delay gave the French and British time to pre-
pare their armies for war.

After defeating the Belgians, the Germans
marched into France. They advanced to
within 15 miles (24 km) of Paris. The British
and French met the Germans at the Mame
River just a few miles east of the city. The
Battle of the Marne, fought between Septem-
ber5 and 12, 1914, stopped the German
advance and boosted French morale. The
battle also made it clear that neither side was
capable of winning the war quickly or casily.

The fighting in western Europe reached a
stalemate, where neither side made any mili-
tary advances. For the next three years, the
opposing armies faced each other across a
complex network of deep trenches. Trenches
along the front lines provided protection
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from flying bullets and artillery shells.
Trenches behind the lines served as first-aid
stations, headquarters, and storage arcas.

To break the standstill, both sides launched
major offensives in 1916. The German offen-
sive, the Battle of Verdun in northeastern
France, began in February. It continued until
December. At first the Germans made small
gains, but these gains were lost after the
French counterattacked. Verdun was one of
the longest and bloodiest battles of the war.
When it was over, more than 750,000 French
and German soldiers had lost their lives.

While the Battle of Verdun raged, the Allies
launched their own offensive in July. This was
known as the Battle of the Somme. Again the
number of casualties was high. The Allies
gained only 7 miles (112 km) in the offensive.

Technology of War

New deadly weapons caused large num-
bers of injuries and deaths. Improved can-
nons and other artillery fired larger shells at
great distances. Better rifles enabled soldiers
to hit targets with greater accuracy.
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