Class Discussion: “V-23.2B: “How America Was Drawn Into The Great War”
[image: ]01) What was the main idea of the first paragraph of V-23.2B (shown here)?







02) What were the two main ideas of the second paragraph of V-23.2B (shown here)?
[image: ]














[bookmark: _GoBack]03) What were the two main ideas of the third paragraph of V-23.2B (shown here)?
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04) The following line graph shows America’s exports from 1914 – 1920.  Which sentence from the Question #03 paragraph does this line graph BEST go with?  Explain your answer.
[image: http://hti.math.uh.edu/curriculum/units/2006/08/06.08.06_html_21f71ff8.gif]









[image: ]05) ROLE PLAY: You are in the German War Department.  You are trying to convince the leaders that Germany should issue the decree that… “In February of 1915, Germany will sink any vessels that enter or leave British ports.”  Defend why you support this plan.










[image: ]06) ROLE PLAY: You are in the German War Department.  You are trying to convince the leaders that Germany should NOT issue the decree that… “In February of 1915, Germany will sink any vessels that enter or leave British ports.”  Defend why you support this plan.











[image: ]07) Why do you think the following event was such a big deal in American history?











08) What did you find interesting about this newspaper headline?
[image: http://www.teachpeace.com/teachpeacemoment9_files/image007.jpg]











09 – 16) The headline describing the attack on the Lusitania (from Question #08) was from an American newspaper.  Recreate another headline from a London newspaper.  Britain wanted America to join the war, so they would be looking to use propaganda to affect America’s feelings about the war.  You need to include the following:
· A newspaper title
· A headline that uses a form of propaganda designed to try to make Americans emotional and angry about what happened
· Describe what propaganda technique(s) you used
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17) What did you find interesting about this paragraph from V-23.2B?
[image: ]








18) ROLE PLAY: If you were a member of Congress in 1916, would you have voted in favor of or against spending money to double the size of the army and to purchase new naval warships?  Explain your position.
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19) What propaganda technique (from your Propaganda Packet) was used in President Wilson’s reelection campaign slogan of 1916?  Explain your answer.
[image: ]








20 – 27) ROLE PLAY: President Woodrow Wilson ran for reelection for President in 1916.  You are his Campaign Manager.  You are to create an election poster to try to get Americans to vote for him in the upcoming election.  Your campaign poster should include the following:
· propaganda designed to try to make Americans reelect President Woodrow Wilson
· [image: ]Describe what propaganda technique(s) you used




















Propaganda technique(s) used ___________________________________________________________
28) What did you find to be the most interesting thing about the results of the Presidential Election of 1916 versus the more modern Presidential Election of 2004?
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29) The Germans decided in January 1917 to start sinking ALL ships even though they knew this might cause America to enter the war.  How was their decision like a poker player betting all of their chips on one hand of poker?  Why do you think Germany made this decision in 1917?
[image: ][image: http://pokerpassion.co.uk/wp-content/themes/shopperpress/thumbs/poker-all-in-texas-holdem.jpg]






30) Why do you think the following event was such a big deal in American history?
[image: File:Ztel1b.jpg][image: ]







31) Here is a translated copy of the “Zimmermann telegram.”  Why do you think Germany would try to get Mexico to declare war on the United States if the United States entered the War?
[image: ]









32) Using the Zimmermann telegram from Question #31, when America found out about this telegram, how do you think Americans reacted?



33) What were the main ideas presented in these paragraphs?
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[image: ]34) Why did you think the textbook describes it as a “cold, rainy evening?”  Why didn’t the textbook just say “On April 2, 1917…”?








35) Explain a propaganda technique used by President Wilson in the following portions of a speech he made in support of America finally joining World War I.
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36) ROLE PLAY: You are a member of Congress in 1917.  Give a brief speech to your fellow Congress members IN SUPPORT of passing the declaration of war.  
[image: http://www.noonewatching.com/archives/2007/10/rankin.jpg][image: ]







37) ROLE PLAY: You are a member of Congress in 1917.  Give a brief speech to your fellow Congress members AGAINST passing the declaration of war.  


[image: ]38) In your own 8th Grade words, explain what the “Selective Service Act” was.










[image: ]39) What did you find interesting about this paragraph from V-23.2B?












40) ROLE PLAY: If you were an African American male in 1917, would you have volunteered to join the United States Armed Forces?  Explain your answer.
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Thc crisis over submarine warfare led Con-
gress, in the summer of 1916, to pass legisla-
tion to strengthen the military. Congress
doubled the size of the army and provided
funding for the construction of new navy
warships. President Wilson still hoped, how-
ever, to stay out of the war.
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“We intend to begin on the first of January unrestricted submarine warfare.
We shall endeavor in spite of this to keep the United States of America neutral. In the
event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of alliance on the following
ba

make war together, make peace together, generous financial support and an
understanding on our part that Mexico is to reconauer the lost territory in Texas, New
Mexico, and Arizona. The settlement in detail is left to you. You will inform the
President of the above most secretly as soon as the outbreak of war with the United
States of America is certain and add the suggestion that he should, on his own
iative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time mediate between
Japan and ourselves. Please call the President’s attention to the fact that the ruthless
employment of our submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England in a few
months to make peace.” Signed, Zimmermann
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Dramatic events continued to push the
United States into the war. First, in March
1917 a revolution—a war to overthrow the
government—took place in Russia. The Rus

sian people overthrew the monarchy and
established a temporary government that
promised free elections. The new Russian

government also vowed to continue the f

to deteat Germany.

This change from

autocracy, in which
one person with unlimited powers rules, to a
more democratic government, raised Allies
hopes. Wilson could now argue that the Allies

ere fighting a war for democracy
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America Enters the War

President Wilson decided that the United
States could no longer remain neutral. On the
cold, rainy evening of April 2, 1917, he asked
Congress for a declaration of war against
Germany:
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“The world must be made safe for democacy. ...
..U a feadul thing o lead this great, peaceful
peaple fnto war, into the most terible and
disastrous of all wars... ., But the Aght is more
precious than peace.”

~from Democacy Today: An American ntrprtaton
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The United States had to raise an army
quickly. On May 18, Congress passed the
Selective Service Act, setting up a military
draft. Men aged 21 to 30 registered by the
millions. By war’s end, some 24 million men
had registered. Of them, about 3 million were
called to serve. Another 2 million joined vol-
untarily. In addition, for the first time, women
enlisted in the armed forces. They served in
noncombat roles, such as radio operators,
clerks, and nurses.

More than 300,000 African Americans
joined the armed forces, but they faced dis-
crimination and racism. Most held low-level
jobs at military bases. Among the 140,000
African American soldiers sent to Europe,
40,000 fought in combat. Many served with
honor, including a regiment that received
medals for bravery from France. One of its
‘members, Henry Johnson, was the first Amer-
ican to receive the French Croix de Guerre
[Cross of War], a medal for bravery.
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More than 300,000 African Americans
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Trade between the United States and the
Allics helped build support for the Allicd
cause. As a neutral nation, America sought to
trade with both sides. However, Britain's
blockade of Germany made this difficult.
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Stopping and searching American ships
headed for German ports, the British navy
often scized the ships’ goods. The United
States protested that its ships should be able
to pass without interference. The British
responded with the defense that they were
fighting for their survival. “If the American
shipper grumbles,” wroke a London newspa-
per, “our reply is that this war is not being
conducted for his pleasure or profit.” The
US. govemment could do nothing about the

blockade. Barred from trading with Germany,
it continued trading with Bril
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Indeed, American trade with the Allies
soarcd. In addition, Great Britain and France
borrowed billions of dollars from American
banks to help pay for their war cfforts. All
this business caused an economic boom in
the United States. It also upset the Germans,
who watched the United States—suppasedly
a neutral nation—helping the Allies.
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