Small Group Discussion: “V-23.4: “The War At Home”  
[image: ]01) What is the main idea of the “American Diary” that begins section 23.4?
















[image: http://content.answcdn.com/main/content/img/getty/7/6/52044176.jpg]02) MAKING A PREDICTION: When World War I began in 1914, women could not vote in America.  In 1920, the 19th Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified giving women the right to vote.  Why do you think these two events in American History are connected?







[image: ]03) Define “mobilization” in 8th Grade words.  Don’t use the textbook definition.







[image: ]04) In 8th Grade words, summarize the main purpose of the National War Labor Board.








[image: ]05) Why were American workers treated very well once America began to mobilize for WWI?







[image: ]06) List three ways in which America’s entry into World War I affected the American economy.








[image: ]07) What did you find to be the most interesting thing about the pie graph pictured here?









[image: ]08) Explain how World War I, helped women achieve equality in America. 






[image: ]09 What was the “Great Migration” and why did it occur?










[image: http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/childs1/Outline%20Black%20Americans%20in%20the%201920s_files/image008.jpg]10) Besides available jobs, can you think of another reason why African Americans would leave the South during “The Great Migration?”











[image: ]11) Role-play: You are Herbert Hoover, leader of the Food Administration.  Explain in exactly three sentences what the purpose of the Food Administration is, and why it is vitally important to helping America win World War I.











12) Describe at least one propaganda technique being used in the Food Administration poster.

[image: ]13) Role-play: You are the leader of the War Industries Board.  Give three examples of how you would convert a peacetime factory into a World War I factory.








[image: ]14) Role-play: You are the leader of the Fuel Administration.  Explain the purpose of agency to a news reporter.
  _____________________________________________________________________________________________




[image: ]15) Role-play: You are President Woodrow Wilson.  The Speaker of the House wants to understand why Congress should spend money on the Committee on Public Information.  Explain it to him, using exactly three sentences.















[image: ]16) MAKE AN INFERENCE:	 What do you think the textbook meant when it stated, “Some Americans become intolerant of those who were different.”?










17) SUMMARIZE: Describe two reasons from this paragraph as to why some Americans were against America joining World War I.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]












[image: ]18) Do you think it is “unpatriotic” for an American to vocally protest against a war that America is fighting?  Explain.









[image: ]19) What were your thoughts on this passage from the text…  Do you think during wartime that the 1st Amendment freedoms of speech and press should be limited to ensure that we win the war?  Explain.
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The labor shortage provided new job
opportunities for women. Many women
joined the workforce for the first fime by tak-
ing on jobs previously held by men,
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The prospect of finding good jobs also
brought hundreds of thousands of African
Americans to Northen cities from the rural
South. From 1914 to 1920, between 30,000
and 500000 African Americans left thelr
homes in the rural South to settle in Northern
cities and find jobs. This huge population
movement was known as the Great
Migration, In addition, thousands of
Mexicans migrated to the United States in
scarch of jobs,
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The United States had to produce food not
only for its own needs but also for the Allies.
President Wilson appointed Herbert Hoover
to head a new Food Administration. This
agency's campaign encouraged American
farmers to produce more and persuaded the
public to eat less.

The Food Administration also put price
controls on many agricultural products to
encourage voluntary rationing, or the limi-
tation of use. As a result of such efforts,
Americans consumed, or used, less food,
expanded food production, and increased
food exports,
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Another government agency, the War
Industrics Board, supervised the nation’s
industrial production. The board's responsi
bilites included overseeing the changeover
of fackories bo produce war-related goods and
setting prices for key consumer products.
Finally, the Fuel Administration managed the
nation’s coal and oil. To save energy, the
agency introduced daylight savings time and
called for “Heatless Mondays.”
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Controlling Public Opinion

Even after America entered the war, oppo-
sition to it remained strong. Some German
Americans and Irish Americans sympathized
with the Central Powers. Manyﬁ-
people who believe industries should be pub-
licly owned—opposed the war. They thought
itwould only help rich business owners and
hurt working people.
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During the war, the Committee on Public
Information began trying tosilence dissent,
Dissent is disagreement or opposition. It
portrayed people who were against the war
as unpatriotic, The Espionage Act of 1917
gave the government a new weapon to
combat dissent to the war, The law pro-
vided stiff penalties for esplonage, or spy-
ing. People who aided the enemy or
interfered with army recruiting also could
be |\\'Il.l||/\'\|,
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American Dia ry

As American men left their homes for war,
American women grabbed tools and went
1o work. Ella May Stunpe, in her carty
foenties, described her contribution:
“When the harvest time came, there :
werenetenotgh young men lef o work the
Jields. So an old bachelor organized a unch
of us, about a dozen young women, and
aume with a wagon and took us out to the
Sields to shuck grain He told us we were
Ielping the war effort,

- Fuotad In Centenarians:The Story o
20" Century by the Americans Wha Lived
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Afer the United States declared swar on
Germany in 1917, Americans began focusing
their energics on getting ready to fight the
war. M:‘r the gathering of
resources and the preparation for war, affected
‘almast every part of American life.
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To ensure production of vital war materi-
als,the government crated the National War
Labor Board in April 1918, The bourd pres-
sured businesses to grant some of the most
important demands of workers. As a result,
workers won an cighthour working day:
They also reeived overtime pay, cqual pay
for women, and the right o form unions. In
return, workers agroed not o go on strike.
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To pay for the war, the United States gov-
ernment sold war bonds and increased taxes
Then industries had to expand in order to
produce war materials. During this time,
however, there was a labor shortage. Millions
of men left their jobs to serve in the armed
forces. Also, immigration slowed during the
war. Fewer immigrants were arriving to take
on the jobs.

REMEMBER





