Class Discussion: “V-24.2B: “Calvin Coolidge”  
[image: http://kaiology.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/cc-and-harding2.jpg]01) If Warren G. Harding and Calvin Coolidge were 8th Graders at R.B.M.S., contrast what each would might be doing during a Friday Reteach.










[image: ]02) What does this story tell you about Calvin Coolidge’s personality?













[image: ]03) Which story from the video did you find to be the most interesting/amusing about “Silent Cal” Calvin Coolidge?  Why did you like it?
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[image: ]04) What do you think President Coolidge meant by this quote?









[image: ]05) Explain why our country SHOULD subscribe to the Republican view that we should cut spending, lower taxes on the wealthy and corporations, and reduce the number of laws that tell businesses what they can and cannot do.













[image: ]06) Explain why our country SHOULD NOT subscribe to the Republican view that we should cut spending, lower taxes on the wealthy and corporations, and reduce the number of laws that tell businesses what they can and cannot do.









[image: ]07) What do you think is the main idea of this political cartoon?













[image: ]08) What did you find to be the most interesting part of the Presidential Election of 1924?
























[image: ]09) What do you think is meant by the phrase “foreign policy” and why do you think it is an important aspect of a President’s job?
























[image: http://www.american.com/archive/2008/march-april-magazine-contents/that-old-isolationist-tug/FeaturedImage]10) Why do you think the policy of “isolationism” was very popular to many Americans in the 1920’s?









[bookmark: _GoBack]11) Why is it difficult to enforce a treaty that outlaws war? 
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“Silent Cal” Calvin Coolidge

v'Born July 4, 1872, he is the only President
who was born on the 4% of July.

+ His mother died when he was only twelve
years old.

+He married his wife, Grace, in 1905.

+The phrase “Opposites Attract” is true in
their case because Grace was talkative and
loved to have a good time.

+Early in their marriage, “Silent Cal” handed
her a bag full of 52 pairs of socks. All of the
socks had holes in them. She replied, “Did
you marry me to mend all your socks?”
+Inhis usual serious matter and without
cracking a smile, Coolidge answered Grace
with, “No, but | find it mighty handy.”
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“Silent Cal” Calvin Coolidge

v'When asked why he attended so
many Washington D.C. dinner
parties (which he looked
uncomfortable attending,) Coolidge
4 replied, “Got to eat somewhere.”
v'He once told a lady, “ | think the
American people want a solemn a$%
as a President and | think | will go
along with them.”
v'Calvin Coolidge died in 1933.
When Dorothy Parker heard about
Coolidge’s death, she responded,
“How could they tell?”
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Coolidge, like Harding, took a hands-off, or
laissez-faire, approach to government. He once
said, “If the federal government should go
out of existence, the common run of the peo-
ple would not detect the difference for a con-
siderable length of time.”
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A Friend to Business

The Coolidge administration and the
Republican-controlled Congress held that
support of business would aid prosperity.
The government cut spending and lowered
income tax rates on wealthy Americans and
corporations. It also raised tariffs to protect
business and overturned laws regulating
child labor and women’s wages.
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This cartoon was drawn by Daniel R. Fitzpatrick,
who worked as the editorial cartoonist for the

St. Louis Post-Dispatch in 1924. It shows business
leaders gathered around a cash register singing
about their friend, President Calvin Coolidge.

1. Identifying What does the cash register
represent?

2. Analyzing What are the business leaders
saying about President Coolidge? Why? |
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Presidential Election of 192

Name Calvin Coolidge John Davis. Robert La Follette
Party Republican Democrat
Home State Massachusetts Ohio
ElectoralVotes Won 382 136
States Won 35 12 1
Popular Votes Won 15,723,789 8,386,242 4,831,706

% of Votes Won 54.0% 28.8% 16.6%
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Foreign Policy

(CEEXETEY Harding and Cooldge aimed to limit
the oe of the United Stats in foregn afas.

History and You Have you ever wanted to stey
outof an argument between two other peopl?
Read onto see how the United States i to avoid
ialement n intematonal disputes.

Hading and Coolidge both favored a lim-
ited role for the nation in world affairs. They
desired world peace but did not want the
nation to enter the League of Nations or join
foreign alliances. Harding had promised the
American people that he would not lead
them into the League “by the side door, back

door, or cellar door.” Many Americans sup-
ported this policy uf*
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t’ Foreign Policy

Harding and Coolidge aimed to limit
the role of the United States in foreign affairs.

History and You Have you ever wanted to stay
out of an argument between two other people?
Read on to see how the United States tried to avoid
involvement in international disputes.

Hoarding and Coolidge both favored a lim-
ited role for the nation in world affairs. They
desired world peace but did not want the
nation to enter the League of Nations or join
foreign alliances. Harding had promised the
American people that he would rot lead
them into the League “by the side door, back

door, or cellar door.” Many Americans sup-
ported this policy ofﬁ

Promoting Peace

The Harding administration made serious
efforts to promote peace. After the war the
United States, Britain, and Japan began a
naval arms race. In 1921 Secretary of State
Hughes invited Japan and Britain to Wash-
ington, D.C., to discuss the problem. In Feb-
ruary 1922, the three nations, along with
France and Italy, signed the Five-Power Treaty

(6=[m=0-&-) 5O

to limit the size of the nations’ navies. The
treaty marked the first time in modern his-
tory that world powers agreed to disarm.

In August 1928 the United States joined 14
other nations in signing the Kellogg-Briand
Pact, which called for outlawing war. Within
a few years, 48 other nations signed the pact,
but it lacked any means of enforcing peace.

A More Friendly Neighbor

The United States intervened, or got
involved, in Latin America several tim
the early 1900s to support American business
interests. By 1920 American troops were
stationed in the Dominican Republic and
Nicaragua, and relations with Mexico were
tense.

After the Dominican Republic and Nicara-
gua held elections in the mid-1920s, the
United States withdrew its troops from those
countries. American investors asked Presi-
dent Coolidge to send troops into Mexico
when its government threatened to take over
foreign-owned oil and mining companies.
Coolidge chose to negotiate instead, and the
United States reached a peaceful settlement
with Mexico.

[T Explaining Why would the

Kellogg-Briand Pact prove to be ineffective?
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a “Silent Cal” Takes Over

Vice President Calvin Coolidge was vis;
ing his father in Vermont when he heard the
news of Harding’s death. Coolidge’s father, a
justice of the peace, administered the presi-
dential oath of office. As president, Calvin
Coolidge was in many ways the opposite of
Harding. Harding loved to talk and meet
people; in contrast, Coolidge said very little
and earned the nickname “Silent Cal” In
addition, Coolidge had a reputation for hon-
esty. After becoming president, he allowed
the investigations into the Harding scandals
to proceed without interference. He replaced
corrupt members of the Ohio Gang with hon-
est officials.

Coolidge, like Harding, took a hands-off, or
laissez-faire, approach to government. He once
said, “If the federal government should go
out of existence, the common run of the peo-
ple would not detect the difference for a con-
siderable length of time.”

Student Web Activity Visit lcoz.corn and complete the
Chipter 24 Web Activty about the Jaz Age.
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THE CASH REGiEIER cHoRus,

A Friend to Business

The Coolidge administration and the
Republican-controlled Congress held that
support of business would aid prosperity.
The government cut spending and lowered
income tax rates on wealthy Americans and
corporations. It also raised tariffs to protect
business and overturned laws regulating
child labor and women's wages.

A New Term

Coolidge seemed to be what the country
wanted. At the 1924 Republican national
convention, Coolidge was nominated without
opposition. The Democrats named John W.
Davis of West Virginia as their candidate.
Wisconsin senator Robert La Follette was the
choice of a third party, the Progressives.
Coolidge swept the 1924 presidential race
with 54 percent of the popular vote. For the
first time in America’s history, women won
governors’ races—Nellie Tayloe Ross in Wyo-
ming and Miriam Ferguson in Texas.

[T vescribing Why was Harding's

emphasis on “normalcy” an effective campaign
strategy?
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“Mr. Coolidge,
I've made a bet
against a fellow
who said it was
impossible to
get more than
two words out
of you."





