Class Discussion: “We All Fall Down”
01) Reread the introduction paragraph to “We All Fall Down”.  How do you think the Great Depression affected America’s confidence in our “way of life” (democracy, capitalism, etc.)?
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02) Roleplay… You are President Herbert Hoover.  Explain why early on in the Great Depression, you do not think that the federal government should provide direct aid for the unemployed.
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03) Why do you think many Americans believed that economic recovery was “right around the corner” when the Great Depression was in its early stages?
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[image: We All Fall Down Page 2.jpg]04) Brainstorm…. Why might Mr. Grasshopper have his head buried in the newspaper at the beginning of the story (before he knows anything about the crash)? 












[image: We All Fall Down Page 2.jpg]05) At this point in the story, how do you think Mr. Grasshopper felt about his life?  Explain. 










[image: We All Fall Down Page 2.jpg]06) Based on this picture, which member of your group is most similar to Mr. Grasshopper? Explain.  Which member is most dissimilar to Mr. Grasshopper?  Explain.













07) This portion of the story does not have any speech bubbles.  Create two separate bubbles for two different characters.
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08) This portion of the story does not have any speech bubbles.  Create two separate bubbles for two different characters.
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[image: We All Fall Down Page 4.jpg]09) At this point in the story, what are two clues that Mr. Mandible’s day is not going well.











[image: We All Fall Down Page 4.jpg]10) In this portion, what do we learn about Mr. Grasshopper?












[image: We All Fall Down Page 5.jpg][image: We All Fall Down Page 4.jpg]11) Describe 3 emotions that Mr. Mandible is feeling in these two panels of the story.










[image: We All Fall Down Page 6.jpg]12) This panel does not have any speech bubbles in response to Mr. Banks’s bad news.  Create two separate bubbles for two different characters.













[image: We All Fall Down Page 6.jpg]13) Describe the major life stresses that have occurred to Mr. Grasshopper in this panel.











[image: We All Fall Down Page 6.jpg]14) What valuable life lesson do you get out of this panel?












15) Come up with 3 adjectives that capture this panel.
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16) Roleplay… You are Mr. Grasshopper.  Whom or what do you blame for you current situation at the end of the story?  Explain.
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@ After reading the chapter in the textbook have students create a graphic

organizer that shows the changes of the 1920s. They should list areas in

which there were major changes and summarize how they affected the
United States. For example, one category could be transportation and
students could describe the effects of the car and the airplane.
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SUMMARY

In 1929 the stock market crash and the beginning of the Great Depression
affected many Americans, both rich and poor. People from all economic levels
lost their jobs and many became homeless. At the height of the Depression,
almost 13 million people were out of work. Even those lucky enough to keep
their jobs faced hard times. Wage income for workers fell almost 43 percent
between 1929 and 1933.

At first the federal government, under President Herbert Hoover, refused to
authorize direct aid for those affected by the economic downturn. Hoover
believed that local governments and charities should provide relief to the
unemployed. Many of the poor were forced to turn to soup kitchens set up by
churches and local shelters for food. While many Americans believed that eco-
nomic recovery was “right around the corner,” it was not until after the outbreak
of World War Il that the Great Depression truly ended and most workers once
again held jobs.

This graphic novel is a take-off on the ancient fable by Aesop, “The Ants and
the Grasshopper.” In that classic fable, the grasshopper sings and plays while
the ants collect food for the winter. Since the grasshopper has not prepared for
the future, it finds itself starving after the arrival of winter. In “We All Fall Down,”
however, the grasshopper, like the ants, has worked hard to prepare for the
future. When the Great Depression hits, even those who prepared for the future
find themselves penniless and waiting in line for a free meal.

ACTIVITIES
Ask students to describe the lifestyle of the grasshopper at the beginning
of the story. To which economic class does he most likely belong? How can
students tell? Do they think the grasshopper is a hard worker and suc-
cessful at his job? How do they know this? Finally, have the class describe
some of the typical Depression-era situations faced by the grasshopper.
How does the grasshopper’s lifestyle change? Where does he end up at the

conclusion of the novel?

xxii  SUMMARIES & ACTIVITIES
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