Class Discussion: V-25.3B: “Entertainment & The Arts”
[image: ]01) Role-play: If you were a movie director during the Great Depression, which one of the two types of movies would you have been more likely to make: light/romantic escapist movies or socially critical movies showing the injustice and suffering of Great Depression America?  Explain your answer.











[image: ]02) Sixty years from now when talking about this decade, the history books will write the sentence that “_________________” became enormously popular during the 2010’s.  What do you think the word(s) would be?  Explain.








[image: ]03) What do you think led to the popularity of Dick Tracy and Superman during the 1930’s? 











04) If the movie was actually called Snow White and the Eight Dwarfs and you were the unnamed eighth dwarf, what would be your dwarf name?  Explain. 
[image: http://www.moviegoods.com/Assets/product_images/1020/194562.1020.A.jpg]











[image: ]05) What is a valuable life lesson we can learn from Walt Disney?
[image: http://coacheshotseat.com/coacheshotseatblog/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/WaltDisney21.jpg]









[image: ]06) Read the following lyrics from the Wizard of Oz song “Somewhere over the Rainbow.”  Why do you think this song had such an impact during the Great Depression time period?













[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRLUVuc-r9BkE4mLIX8MbGHkoZ7MKpwCyH579rrNad9T198ZMFG]07) What did you find to be the most interesting factoid about the movie, Gone With The Wind?
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‘Somewhere over the rainbow
Way up high,
There's a landthat | heard of
‘Once in a lullaby.

‘Somewhere over the rainbow
‘Skies are blue,
And the dreams that you dare to dream
Really do come true.

‘Someday Il wish upon a star
And wake up where the clouds are far
Behind me.
‘Where troubles melt ike lemon drops
Away above the chimney{ops....
Thats where you'l find me.

‘Somewhere over the rainbow
Bluebirds fly.
Birds fly over the rainbow.
Why then, oh why cantI?

1 happy it bluebirds fly
Beyond the rainbow
Why, oh why cantI?
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Gone With The Wind

v It received ten Academy Awards, a record for twenty years.

¥ The American Film Institute ranked it as the #6% best movie of all time
in their 2007 rankings.

v It sold more tickets in the U.S. than any other film in history.

v'"When adjusted for inflation, it is the highest grossing movie of all time.
vt was the longest American sound film made up to that time - three
hours and 44 minutes in length, plus a four-minute intermission.

v The American Film Institute ranked “Frankly, my dear, | don’t give a
d@%*” as the greatest movie line of all time.
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The Depression produced two separate
trends in entertainment and the arts. One
was escapism—light or romantic entertain-
ment that helped people forget about their
problems. The other was social criticism—
portraits of the injustice and suffering of
Depression America.
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h‘ Entertainment and the Arts Seven Dwarfs in 1937. Two years later, audi-

ences flocked to see The Wizard of Oz, a color-
[CETATTTY The 19305 was a golden age of ful musical that lifted viewers” spirits.
entertainment, lterature, music, and art. Some movies did explore serious topics.
For example, The Grapes of Wrath (1940) was a
entertainment? Read 1o eam about the ways screen version of John Steinbeck’s powerful
people sought fun or inspiration during the hard novel about farm families fleeing the Dust
imes of the Depression. Bowl. The 1939 film of Margaret Mitchell’s
; novel Gone With the Wind, set in the Civil War
era, also portrayed people coping with hard
times.

History and You What do you do for

The Depression produced two separate
trends in entertainment and the arts. One
was escapism—light or romantic entertain-  Images of the Times

ment that helped people forget about their Many writers and painters portrayed the
problems. The other was social criticism—  grim realities of Depression life. Richard
portraits of the injustice and suffering of  Wright's novel Native Son told the story of an
Depression America. African American man growing up in Chi-

cago. Writer James Agee and photographer
Walker Evans depicted poor Southern farm
families in Let Us Now Praise Famous Men.

Photographer Margaret Bourke-White also =
recorded the plight of American farmers, and.
Dorothea Lange took gripping photographs
of migrant workers. Painters such as Grant
Wood and Thomas Hart Benton showed ordi-
nary people facing the hardships of Depres-
sion life.

Radio and the Movies

Radio became enormously popular during
the 1930s. “Soap operas” were daytime
dramas sponsored by laundry detergents,
Adventure programs such as Dick Tracy and
Superman had millions of listeners, as did
variety shows featuring comedians George
Burns and Gracie Allen and Jack Benny.

Every week about 85 million people went
to movie theaters, usually to escape their
cares and worries. Walt Disney produced the Analyzing How is social
successful animated film Suow White and the  cricism expressed in artwork?
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Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

v The first full-length animated feature film in America.

+The first produced in full color.

+The first produced by Walt Disney.

¥The American Film Institute ranked it the 34* best movie of all time in their 2007
rankings.

v The AFlranked it the #1 greatest animated movie of all time.

+/Walt Disney’s brother and wife tried to talk him out of making it. “No one’s ever gonna,
pay a dime to see a dwarf picture.”

+Hollywood called it “Disney’s Folly” before it came out.

¥ The movie was so expensive to make that Disney had to mortgage his house to help pay
for the movie.

+Adjusted for inflation, it s the tenth highest grossing movie of all time.





