[bookmark: _GoBack]Class Discussion: “V-23.1C: “Trench Warfare”  
[image: ]01) Why do you think this war was called the “Great War” instead of World War I when it began?






02) Which of the following countries fought for the Allies in World War I?
Austria-Hungary                   France                     Germany                       Great Britain              
         Italy                              Japan                Ottoman Empire                 United States
03) If you were Germany & Austria-Hungary, what would you think about Italy based on the 
[image: ]highlighted portion of the text?




[image: http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/gcselinks/wars/firstwwlinks/images/map_plan.gif]04) Looking at the map, why did it make strategic sense for Germany to attack France by going through Belgium?







[image: ]05) Even though the Belgians eventually lost to the Germans, how did they help the Allies win World War I?






[image: ]06) Using EXACTLY 10 words, explain the main idea of the first part of the Schlieffen Plan.








07) Physically demonstrate the first part of the Schlieffen Plan using one person as Germany, one person as France, and one person as Russia.

08) ROLE-PLAY: You are Count Alfred von Schlieffen.  In 8th Grade terms, explain the 2nd part of your plan to your lower ranking officers.  
[image: ]





[image: ]09) Create a limerick (lines 1, 2, & 5 rhyme; lines 3&4 rhyme) that captures the essence of the 3rd part of the Schlieffen Plan.








[image: ]10) Why do you think the “Battle of the Marne” boosted French morale?







[image: ]11) What is a “stalemate?”







12) Why do you think the new war technologies led to a “stalemate” in World War I?
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTSy_X-i4PfAJt7z7_pWi9x2jZBTbpbN9-TLbYs_L6DMDH_57d9J7EX51CK]13) Based on what you learned from the video, “If you were a soldier, would you rather be a soldier in the Civil War who could be asked to march many miles each day to get to different battle sites, or would rather be a World War I soldier that would stay in a trench for long stretches of time?” Explain.






14) Discuss and describe three things that you found interesting about this picture of “Trench Warfare.”
[image: ]
















[image: Stretcher bearers, Passchendale, August 1917]15) Fill in the thought bubbles for these WWI soldiers.















[image: ]16) In this passage, what kind of mental toll do you think the highlighted portion would cause a soldier to have?






[image: ]17) For you “First Person Shooter Gamers” in the room, what was the main point of the two paragraphs?






18) Discuss and describe three things that you found interesting about “Rat Infestation.” 
[image: ]







[image: ]19) Discuss and describe three things that you found interesting about “And the Smell…”










[image: ]20) Based on the following two paragraphs, why do you think it was common for the every day soldier to dislike his officers?






[image: ]21) Why do you think the phrase “morning hate” became the nickname given to the time period after “stand to?”






[image: ]22) Discuss and describe three things that you found interesting about “What The Soldiers Would Taste...” 









23) Why do you think lice flourished in trench warfare conditions?
[image: ]







[image: ]24)  Discuss and describe three things that you found interesting about “Trench Foot & Wet Gangrene.”
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3 Basic Beliefs Of
The Schlieffen Plan

2) France could “mobilize”
faster than Russia.
Therefore, France would
be attacked first. Since
France was heavily
guarded on the French-
German border, the
German army  would
invade France through
Belgium, hoping  that
Britain would not get
involved.
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3 Basic Beliefs Of The Schlieffen Plan

3) Paris needed to be captured in 42 days (6 weeks).
91% of the German army would be used against
France. 9% would be used to “hold” against Russia
until the French were defeated. Once France was
out, the German army would turn its attention
towards defeating Russia.

Der Blitzkriegsplan der deutschen Imperialisten

kg — rem Zwetromerires T
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After defeating the Belgians, the Germans
marched into France. They advanced to
within 15 miles (24 km) of Paris. The British
and French met the Germans at the Marne
River just a few miles east of the city. The
Battle of the Marne, fought betsween Septem-
ber5 and 12, 1914, stopped the German
advance and boosted French morale.
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The
battle also made it clear that neither side was
capable of winning the war quickly or easily.

The fighting in western Europe reached a
stalemate, where neither side made any mili-
tary advances. For the next three years, the
opposing armies faced each other across a
complex network of deep trenches. Trenches
along the front lines provided protection
from flying bullets and artillery shells.
Trenches behind the lines served as first-aid
stations, headquarters, and storage areas.
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Daily Death in the Trenches

Death was a constant companion to those serving in the line, even
when no raid or attack was launched or defended against. In busy
sectors the constant shellfire directed by the enemy brought
random death, whether their victims were lounging in a trench or
lying in a dugout (many men were buried as a consequence of such
large shell-bursts).

Similarly, * novices were cautioned
against their natural inclination to peer
over the parapet of the trench into No
Man's Land.

Many men died on their first day in the
trenches as ‘a consequence of a
precisely aimed sniper's bullet.

It has been estimated that up to one third of Aliied casualties on
the Western Front were actually sustained in the trenches.  Aside
from enemy injuries, disease wrought a heavy toll.
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Rat Infestation %ﬁ

Rats in their millions infested trenches. There were two main
types, the brown and the black rat. Both were despised but the
brown rat was especially feared. Gorging themselves on human
remains (grotesquely disfiguring them by eating their eyes and
liver) they could grow to the size of a cat.

Men, exasperated and afraid of these rats (which would even
scamper across their faces in the dark), would attempt to rid the
trenches of them by various methods: gunfire, with the bayonet,
and even by clubbing them to death.

It was futile however: a single rat couple could produce up to 900
offspring in a year, spreading infection and contaminating food.
The rat problem remained for the duration of the war (although
many veteran soldiers swore that rats sensed impending heavy
enemy shellfire and consequently disappeared from view).
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And the Smell
life can avoid the aspect that

Finally, no overview of trench

Instantly struck visitors to the lines: the appalling reek given off by
numerous conflicting sources.

Rotting carcases lay around in their thousands. For example,
approximately 200,000 men were killed on the Somme battlefields,
many of which lay in shallow graves.

latrines would

overflowing
most offensive

similarly give off a
stench.

Men who had not been afforded [
the luxury of a bath in weeks or

months would offer the pervading
odour of dried sweat. The feet
were generally accepted to give off
the worst odour.

Trenches would also smell of creosol or chloride of lime, used to
stave off the constant threat of disease and infection.

Add to this the smell of cordite, the lingering odour of poison gas,
rotting sandbags, stagnant mud, clgarette smoke and cooking
food... yet men grew used to it, while It thoroughly overcame first-
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Stand To and the Morning Hate

The daily routine of life in the trenches began with the morning
'stand to'. An hour before dawn everyone was roused from slumber
by the company orderly officer and sergeant and ordered to climb
up on the fire step to guard against a dawn raid by the enemy,
bayonets fixed.

This policy of stand to was adopted by
both sides, and despite the knowledge
that each side prepared itself for raids
or attacks timed at dawn, many were
actually carried out at this time.

5] Accompanying stand to, as the light
grew, was the dally ritual often termed
the 'morning hate'.

Both sides would often relieve the tensi

. ! sion of the early hours with
m‘achlne gun fire, shelling and small arms fire, directed into the
mist to their front: this made doubly sure of safety at dawn.
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ight
Accompanying stand to, as the ligl
'grew, was the dally ritual often termed
the 'morning hate'.

Both sides would often relieve the tension of the early hours with
machine gun fire, shelling and small arms fire, directed into the
mist to their front: this made doubly sure of safety at dawn.




image18.png
What The Soldiers Would Tasle...

The theoretical daily rations for  British soldier were:

20 ounces of bread

1/10ill lime if vegetables not| lssued

16 ounces of flour instead of above

% gill of rum

3 ounces of cheese

maximum of 20 ounces of tobacco

5/8 ounces oftea

1/3 chocolate - optional

4ounces ofjam

4 ounces of oatmeal instead of bread

% ounce of salt

1 pint of porter instead of rum

1/36 ounce of pepper

4 ounces of dried fruit instead of jam

1/20 ounce of mustard

4ounces of butter/margarine

8 ounces of fresh vegetables or

2 ounces of dried vegetables
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Frogs, Lice and Worse

Rats were by no means the only
source of infection and nuisance. Lice
never-ending  problem,
in the seams of filthy
clothing and causing men to itch
unceasingly.

Even when clothing was periodically
washed and deloused, lice eggs
invariably remained hidden in the seams; within a few hours of the
clothes being re-worn the body heat generated would cause the
eggs to hatch.

Lice caused Trench Fever, a particularly painful disease that began
suddenly with severe pain followed by high fever. Recovery - away
from the trenches - took up to twelve weeks. Lice were not actually
identified as the culprit of Trench Fever until 1918.
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Trench Foot was another medical condition peculiar to trench life.
It was a fungal infection of the feet caused by cold, wet and
unsanitary trench conditions. It could turn gangrenous and result
in amputation. Trench Foot was more of a problem at the start of
trench warfare; as conditions improved in 1915 it rapidly faded,
although a trickle of cases continued throughout the war.
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Wet gangrene

‘Wet gangrene oceurs when certain types of bacteria invade an injured area of the body. It oceurs most often after an injury
in which a body part was crushed or when blood flow was obstructed by a blood clot or a tight bandage. The lack of blood
flow causes some cells to die and leak fluid, which moistens the surrounding tissue. The moist environment allows bacteria,
such as Streptococci (strepto-KOK-sy) and Staphylococci (staf-i-lo-KOK-sy), to invade the wound and multiply. Wet
‘gangrene causes swollen and blistered skin, and it has a foul odor. Once wet gangrene sets in, it spreads quickly to
surrounding tissue. If left untreated, it can Ldll a person in a few days.




image22.jpeg




image1.png
Online Student Edi Google Chrome

(© wiw.glencos.comosefshoubsck i

Me  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
2w
Hil" Glencoe

der of Ferdinand to bring down the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and unite the Slavs.

Austria-Hungary moved to crush Serbia.
With Germany’s support, it gave Serbia a list
of harsh demands, which Serbia refused.
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on
July 28, 1914.

Europe’s alliance system caused the war to
spread quickly. Russia, which was Serbia’s
protector, prepared for war. Germany then
came to the side of its ally Austria-Hungary.
Germany declared war on Russia on August 1,
1914, and then declared war on France, Rus-
sia’s ally, on August 3.

A day later, Germany invaded Belgium,
violating a treaty that guaranteed Belgium’s
neutrality. Great Britain, honoring a pledge to
protect Belgium, declared war on Germany.

Identifying Cause and

Effect How did nationalism contribute to the
outbreak of World War 1?

@000 @0 BuD e |

A World War Begins

World War | was a long, deadly war as
a result of new technologies and battle strategies.

History and You Think about the technology you
use as you go about your everyday routines. Read to
learn how new technology affected armies during
World War I.

The “Great War” had begun. On one side
were the Allied Powers, or the Allies. They
included Great Britain, France, and Russia.
On the other side, Germany, Austria-Hun-
gary, and the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire made
up the Central Powers.

Japan, a rival of Germany in Asia, joined
the Allies in late August 1914. Italy refused
to honor its alliance with Germany and Aus-
tria-Hungary. Instead, it joined the Allies in
1915 after being promised territory in Aus-
tria after the war.

The American Journey
Illinois Edition
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to honor its alliance with Germany and Aus-
tria-Hungary. Instead, it joined the Allies in
1915 after being promised territory in Aus,
tria after the war.
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_ the deadliness of combat’l

from flying bullets and artillery shells.

u‘ Fighting on the Western Front

Germany launched its offensive through
Belgium because it hoped to defeat France
and then move troops east against Russia.
The plan almost succeeded. The Belgians,
however, held out for nearly three weeks
against the powerful German army. This
delay gave the French and British time to pre-
pare their armies for war.

After defeating the Belgians, the Germans
marched into France. They advanced to
within 15 miles (24 km) of Paris. The British
and French met the Germans at the Marne
River just a few miles east of the city. The
Battle of the Marne, fought between Septem-
ber5 and 12, 1914, stopped the German
advance and boosted French morale. The
battle also made it clear that neither side was
capable of winning the war quickly or easily.

The fighting in western Europe reached a
stalemate, where neither side made any mili-
tary advances. For the next three years, the
opposing armies faced each other across a
complex network of deep trenches. Trenches
along the front lines provided protection

Trenches behind the lines served as first-aid
stations, headquarters, and storage areas.

To break the standstill, both sides launched
major offensives in 1916. The German offen-
sive, the Battle of Verdun in northeastern
France, began in February. It continued until
December. At first the Germans made small
gains, but these gains were lost after the
French counterattacked. Verdun was one of
the longest and bloodiest battles of the war.
When it was over, more than 750,000 French
and German soldiers had lost their lives.

While the Battle of Verdun raged, the Allies
launched their own offensive in July. This was
known as the Battle of the Somme. Again the
number of casualties was high. The Allies
gained only 7 miles (11.2 km) in the offensive.

Technology of War

New deadly weapons caused large num-
bers of injuries and deaths. Improved can-
nons and other artillery fired larger shells at
great distances. Better rifles enabled soldiers
to hit targets with greater accuracy.
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The 3 Basic
Beliefs Of The
Schlieffen Plan

1) In a long war,
Germany would
lose a “two-
front” war with
both France and
Russia  working
together against
Germany.





